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EZEKIEL xviii. 30. 


REPENT, AND TURN YOURSELVES FROM ALL YOUR 
SINS, SO INIQUITY SHALL NOT BE YOUR RUIN. 


ITH this ſolemn addreſs does the Prophet 
conclude his vindication of the juſtice of 
God's dealing with the houſe of Iſrael. 

The mercies of their Almighty Lawgiver had long 

ceaſed to promote their obedience, or his terrors to 

alarm their fears; yet, at laſt, when the meaſure of 
their iniquity was full, and his hand began to be 
ſtretched out over their city, they murmured againſt the 
viſitation, which they had been "wy taught to expect, and 

+ ee accuſed 


* 
accuſed God of partiality, in inflicting a puniſhment 
which their fins had moſt juſtly drawn down upon them. 
Severely does the Prophet reprove them for this aggra- 
vation of their impiety; he juſtifies the ways of 
Heaven, and then, to ſhew that, great as their 
ſins had been, the mercy of God was ſtill greater, 
after all their perverſeneſs and diſobedience, he holds 
forth comfort to them inſtead of puniſhment, and en- 
courages them to deſerve the future bleſſings of Heaven, 


by the acceptable offering of an humble and ſincere 
repentance. : 


Bur the goodneſs and long-ſuffering of God towards 
them 1s not confined to the ſingle inſtance before us; 
it runs through the whole of their hiſtory, the great 
and leading features of which are, the moſt undeſerved 
mercy on the one hand, and the moſt wilful and ob- 
ſtinate ingratitude on the other. F rom hence their 
greatneſs and their proſperity, their calamities and ſuf- 
terings, were uniformly derived, from the time that 

God ſeparated them from the reſt of mankind as his own 
choſen people, to the ſatal hour, when, as his Pro- 
5 phets, and one greater than his Prophets had foretold, 


7 N Jeruſalem 5 


„ 
Jeruſalem, that favoured city, the * % of the whole 


earth, became a heap of ſtones, and its inhabitants, 


b 


the very ſcorn of men, and * a reproach among 


nations. 


Ir theſe things were written for our admonition, and 


we have the authority of an Apoſtle to aſſure us that 
they were, we cannot, from a view of the conſtant bleſ- 


ſings which were the reward of their obedience, and 


the vengeance which was inflicted on their iniquities, 


form any other concluſion, than that the purpoſes of 
God are as certain towards us, as his particular and im- 


mediate interference ever was towards the people of 


Iſrael ; that he was not the God of the Fews only, 
but is 2 God at hand to us alſo; that national cala- _ 


mities muſt be the conſequence of national wicked- 
neſs; and, that the Providence of God, unalterable 
though ſecret in its purpoſes, exerts itſelf to puniſh the 
aggregate vices of communities in this world, with the 
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ſame juſtice as it will walter recompenſe the ſepa- 
rate faults of individuals in another. 


AND indeed, were it not for this conſideration, we 
ſhould find it very difficult to account for many of 
thoſe wonderful events and revolutions which all hiſto- 
rical relations ſo abundantly preſent to us. Thoſe who 
look at a diſtance upon human affairs, are apt to refer 
the good or bad ſucceſs which attends them, to the 
wiſdom and conduct of thoſe by whom they have been 
directed : others, who examine them with more atten- 
tion, when they diſcern effects produced from cauſes 
the moſt inadequate, the moſt ſagacious counſels altered 
and diſappointed by maſt unforeſeen accidents, attribute 
the events which they cannot comprehend to Chance. 
profane H: iſtory has buſied itſelf in aſſigning cauſes like 
theſe for the ſurpriſing changes which it relates; and Mo- 
dern Philoſoph y has adopted the error, in declaring theſe 
natural events proceed not from a Moral Ruler, but 
go on without any Intelligent Direction, or any relation 
to Moral Government. But what was fooliſhneſs to 
them, is wiſdom to us. We, in each event, diſcern. 
1 and 


C91 
and adore the influence of that over-ruling Power, 
which, intimately preſent every where, zuides and di- 
rects all the counſels and affairs of men. We are aſ- 
ſured, that the ways of God are certain, though to us 
they may be * unſearchable, aud paſt finding out; that, 
though the hand which inflicteth the judgment be in- 
viſible, yet that it lingereth not: That the * peſerlence, 


though it wwalketh in darkneſs, is yet conducted by a 
great and all-powerful Being, who ſcattereth it as he ſeeth 


fit, for the furtherance of his own great ends, as a puniſh- 
ment for the diſobedicnt, or as a trial of the patient 
wiſdom of the juſt, Our evidence for the certainty of 

this important truth will be in proportion to the accu- 

racy of our inveſtigations. The more we attend to the 
hiſtory of the fate of nations, the ſtronger proofs ſhall 

we find, who it is that ruleth in the kingdoms of men; 
that pulleth down one, and ſetteth up another ; that mak= 
eth righteouſneſs the glory, and iniquity the reproach 
and ruin of every people. 


ſ Rom, Xil, 33: d Pfalm xci. 6. 5 Dan. iv. 17. 
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Bor at the ſame time that we thus aſſure ourſelves 
of the juſtice- and certainty of the Divine adminiſtra- 
tion, and that our Supreme Ruler is ever watchful over 
all parts of his vaſt empire, inſpecting our affairs, and 


guiding their iſſues; that it is his vengeance which 


purſues and puniſhes the collective ſins of his ſubjects; 
we muſt not fail to obſerve that, as he is God and not 
man, even in his judgments he thinketh upon mercy 
alſo, and that he never proceeds finally to execute the 


one, without having previouſly warned us to avail our- 
ſelves of the other. We do not appeal to the Jewiſh 


biſtory alone for this: though the eſpecial warnings 
of prophecy were confined to them, yet God has not 


left himſelf ſo far without witneſs among other na- 
tions, but that an attentive obſerver may diſcern abun- 


dant inſtances of his forbearance and long-ſuffering ; 
how flowly his anger is kindled, and how certainly 


reformation can arreſt the courſe of his judgments. 


The ſymptoms which attend his reſentment are marked 
out in ſuch ſtrong characters, that he that hath eyes 


to ſee, and an heart to underſtand, cannot fail to 
comprehend. them, F. or the beginning, the progreſs, 


and 
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and the completion of national misfortunes is every 


where the ſame. They originate in a wanton abuſe 
of the bleflings of Providence, the natural conſequence 
of which is a fearleſs neglect, from whence there is 


but one ſtep towards a profane defiance of God. The 


ſpace between the arrival of any community at this 
pitch of wickedneſs, and its decline and ruin, is but 
very ſhort. Their ſin becomes the inſtrument of their 
g puniſhment. The good things which they knew not 
how to. enjoy are removed afar off; for, when the mer- 


cies of God are forgotten and diſregarded, his juſtice 


begins to exert itſelf ; at firſt, indeed, with the lenient 
correction of an affectionate father, and when that has 
failed in its effect, but not till then, with the bitter 


anger of an avenging judge. Happy is that nation 
which in the * beginning of ſorrows is induced to con- 
ſider the hing which belong to its peace, which is 


awakened and alarmed by the ſigns of God's anger 
upon it, is inclined to liſten to the calls of his . 


and to be led by it to repentance. 


* Match. xxiv. 8. Luke xix. 42. 
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Wirn this aſſurance of the certainty and juſtice 


of God's over-ruling providence, and with the examples 


of other kingdoms to enable us to interpret the mea- 


ſures of it, 


let us, and ſurely we never were more 


ſolemnly called upon to do ſo than at preſent, apply 


what has been ſaid to ourſelves. Perhaps, if we dare 


to take an honeſt view of our own ſituation, to reflect 


on the bleflings which we have been poſſeſſed of, and 


the uſe we have made of them, we may be led to en- 


tertain ſome fears and uneaſy apprehenſions, that, if we 
are not already under the chaſtiſement of God, the 
hour of his anger cannot be far off. Eminently have 


we been diſtinguiſhed above all other nations by the 


bleſſings of Providence, and an abundance of thoſe 
things from whence public proſperity is uſually thought 


to be derived. Under a form of government founded 


upon the trueſt principles of liberty, and with the 


full enjoyment of the pureſt light of revealed religion, 


we were, and had the means of Jong continuing, 2 great 


and happy people. Favoured with mercies like theſe; 
have we been careful to ſhew our gratitude by a proper 


enjoyment of them ? Have we ſo uſed them as to de- 
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ſerve that they ſhould be continued unto us? The ſo- 
kemnity of this day muſt here ſpeak for me; I wiſh 
not to draw the compariton : it would be a melancholy, 
nay an invidious taſk. If we reckon with ourſelves 
by God's dealings with other nations, we ſhall find 
little difficulty in accounting for the diſtreſs and ca- 
lamity under which we now labour: we muſt know, 
that as the ſame cauſes will uniformly produce the 
ſame effect, it is not probable that God's juſtice 
ſhould permit us to continue a proſperous and hap- 
py, when we ceaſed to be a wiſe and underſtanding 
people. The misfortunes which we have already ſut- 
fered, ſhould be written in our hearts, as a warning 
againſt thoſe which may follow ; for it requires not 
the ſpirit of prophecy to foreſee, that iniquity may be 
ſtill further our run, if we. obſtinately perſiſt in it, 
and, to an abuſe of the mercies, add an impious con- 


tempt of the chaſtening and judgments of God. 


Ix is an aweful reflection, that this is now the ſixth 
time that we have thus met together j in the preſence of 


God, to bumble ourſelves before him, to implore his 


2 «« pardon. 


* John v. 14. 
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4 pardon for our ſins, and to avert thoſe heavy judg- 
* ments which our manifold provocations have moſt 
<« juſtly deſerved.” But though we have faſted, yet 


God has not een; though we have afſſticted our ſoul, 


yet he taketh no knowledge; our misfortunes have been 
multiplied upon us, and inſtead of relief, every new 
year has brought new calamities, and has riſen upon 
us more gloomy than that which it ſucceeded. As 
if our prayers themſelves had been turned into ſin, 
when we cry for mercy, behold judgment ; when we 
* labour for peace, and our ſoul ſpeaks thereof, Lo! a 
new enemy ariſes and makes himſelf ready for battle. 
And can we wonder that this is the caſe, that ſeek- 


ing we do not find, that aſking * we receive not, when 


woe of amiſs, and are yet in our fins? Had our former 


contrition been followed by reformation, had we each 


of us gone down from the temple, and ſinned no 


more, a worſe thing had not happened unto us. We 
5 have bewailed indeed, we have confeſſed and been 


- 5 for our « profaneneſs and infidelity, our inor- 


m Ifaiah lviii, 3 „ exx. 6, James iv. 3. 
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«« dinate love of worldly pleaſures; we have ſown 
the ſeeds of repentance, but it has been among thorns, 
and has brought no fruit to perfection. For can we, 


without deceiving ourſclves, point out any inſtance, in 


which theſe ſolemn returns of devotion have been 
attended with moral or religious reformation ? ls the 
fear of God more lively among us, is his name more 
reſpected, are his ſabbaths mote honoured? Are our 
own lives more pure, is our obedience more ſincere, 
our piety more fervent? The ſcripture tells us, that 
when * God's judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteouſneſs ; but have we learnt 
it? have the judgments which are ſo heavy upon us, 
inſpired us with even the inclination, even the wiſh 
of amendment? Have we not rather, from the con- 
feſſion of our former tins, returned to the commiſſion 
of new ones? For our luxury, our prodigality, our 
vanities, our ſenſualities are the fame; and the foul 
parent of them all, our monſtrous infidelity, ſeems to 


| have grown with our calamities, as if it were the 


3 Ilalah xxv1. 9. 


will 


„ 
will of God, that in proportion as we do not lite 
to retain him in our knowledge, we ſhould be given 
over to a reprovate mind, and our Foliſp hearts be dark- 
cned. This has been the bane of our proſperity, this 


the fountain from whence the waters of bitterneſs 


have ſo copiouſly flowed out upon us. The Jewiſh 


nation can bear teſtimony, that there is no offence 


which ſo peculiarly expoſes nations to the wrath * 


God ; their viſitations were never ſo dreadful as when 
they were inflicted in conſequence of their idolatry : 
and we Chriſtians are warned by the Apoſtle, that 
thoſe * that deny the Lord that bought them, bring up- 


0 themſelves the feoj ifteſt de Hruction. And yet, where 


has that worthy name by the which we are called, been 


more openly blaſphemed than among us? What nation 


can produce ſuch daring and repeated attacks againſt 


every article, every ordinance, and duty of our faith ? 


Where have ſuch writings been circulated with more 


induſtry, read with more eagerneſs, retained with more 


perſeverance, than in a country which prides itſelf in 
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CP 1 
being the glory and perfection of reformed Chrilti- 
anity ? Nay more than this, as if ſuch noiſome weeds 
did not ſpring up faſt enough in our own ſoil, we 


have even tranſplanted them from our neighbours, 
from whoſe friendſhip we thus in an evil hour have - 
received a gift more certainly fatal, than any blow 
that we ever can experience from their enmity. Let 
us ſee what theſe guides of ours have done to de- 
ſerve that unbounded admiration and applauſe, which 
the world has ſo liberally beſtowed on their labours, 
Under pretence of delivering our minds from the 
chains of prejudice and ſuperſtition, they have not 
only endeavoured to deſtroy Chriſtianity, but have 
even ſtruck at the foundation of all religion what- 
ever, to take away the righteouſneſs of the righteous 
from him, and to obliterate every motive to virtue. 
The influence of ſhame, of fear, of intereſt, of ex- 
ample, have vaniſhed before them; they teach us to 
ſin upon principle, to ſet our reaſon on the ſide of 
our offences, and to juſtify them by argument. 


„ Iſalah v. 1 


5 bor 


118 ] 
Bor the time is come when we are ſeverely to 
feel the effects of theſe things. Let us then, while 


we are able, open our eyes to our ſituation, and look 
— the fruits of our r infidelity, 


Do we ſee that our manners are diſſolute and cor- 
rupted, that the influence of religion is loſt among us? 
And do we ſuppoſe then, that men will attend to and 
be directed by that, which they have learnt to deſpiſe ? 
that they will be inelined to make that the rule of their 
conduct, which they have long only known as an object 
of their ridicule ? 


Do we complain that our laws are neglected, that a 
reſtleſs and factious ſpirit is gone out among the people: = 
Let our teachers in infidelity anſwer this complaint. 
They taught us to diſregard: the intereſts of ſociety, 
when they ſeduced us to give up our own. They 
weakened our obedience to the laws of our country, 
when they led us to think lightly of thoſe of our 
God. They have even taught us to be proud of our 
exceſſes, to call evil 599d, and good evil, and to dignify . 


* 114. v. 20. 
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the molt unbridled licentiouſneſs with the ſacred name 
of liberty, 


Do we lament that our national councils are di- 
vided? We ſhould remember that it is God only 
that maketh men to be of one mind in an houſe. Do 
their meaſures unaccountably fail in their effects, 
though planned with the utmoſt wiſdom, and exe- 
cuted with equal bravery ? Behold, it is that God, 
whom we have left, that * mingles a perverſe ſpirit in 
the midſt of us, and cauſes us to err in every work. 


Do we find ourſelves, though ſurrounded by an 

| hoſt of enemies, without allies, almoſt without friends 
Do thoſe to whom we heaetabare have been uſed to call 
for aſſiſtance ſtand looking upon us afar oft ? Blinded as 
we are through the deceitfulneſs of our unbelief, we can- 


not be ignorant that when God is againſt ur, RO one can 


be for us. 


Bur, great as the miſeries have been which our 
infidelity has brought upon us, let it not load us at 


@ Pſalm Ixviii, k I Ifai, xix. 14. 5 Rom. wild, bs 
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laſt with its chiefeſt and moſt heavy curſe; let it not 
ſo harden our hearts as to make us indifferent to 
the chaſtiſements of God, and unwilling or unable to 
return to him in repentance. However painful our 
diſeaſe, or dangerous our ſymptoms, that remedy is ſtill 
left; and I truſt that the ſeverity and judgments of 

5 our heavenly Father, have been ſufficiently felt by 
us, to induce us to try at leaſt the efficacy of his 
mercy. 


As we hope then to obtain that forgiveneſs and 

: pardon for which, on this aweful occaſion, we have 
offered up our contrite prayers, let us not appear to 
have put on the garb of repentance for a day only, 
but let the reformation which we have now promiſed 
with our lips, be deeply rooted in our hearts. To be- 
gin with ourſelves is the firſt ſtep to a general amend- 
ment ; and if we begin with fincerity we ſhall ſoon per- 
ceive that the light which is here kindled within each 
of us, will burſt forth and ' ſhine before men, NH that 
they who fe our good. works will be induced to fol- 
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low them, and return themſclves into the way of god- 
lineſs. And if the efe&tual fervent prayer of one righe 


teous man ingly be thus availing, how great will be 
the bleſſing which muſt attend the endeavours of many ; 


eſpecially too if they be thoſe whom their rank and abi- 


lities have made patterns to the inferior orders of ſoei— 


ety ! If theſe ſhould ſtrenuouſly unite in exerting their 


influence and authority, to promote the common cauſe, 


to give life and fpirit to our laws, by ſupporting the 
uprightneſs and honeſty of thoſe who obey them; to re- 
ward and protect virtue, as the foundation of civil 


as well as religious happineſs; to puniſh and diſcou- 


rage vice, as fatal to both; our ſorrows would ſoon 
be at an end. The voice of complaining and diſcon- 


tent would no longer be heard in our ſtreets. The 


obedience of the people to their rulers, would go hand in 
hand with their duty to their God. : They would wil- 


lingly truſt their temporal proſperity and welfare to 
thoſe who are much better able to manage it than 
they are themſelves, and reſt their hopes of thar 
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which is to come, on the merits of a good and mer- 
ciful Redeemer. 


HCE ſhould we derive to ourſelves real ſtrength, 


and be furniſhed with the beſt principles to exert it; ſo 
bleſſed a thing is it © zo dwell together i in unity. A ſpirit of 
national virtue would be revived among us, a ſpirit of 
ſobriety and temperance, and that confidence which 
religion, and religion only can inſpi pire. Then would the 
nation be indeed bleſſed, in having the Lord for their 
—B 8 


Ap may He, of his infinite mercy, receive the de- 


votions of this day, and remove his judgments from 


us! May He give us that which is good, and teach us 
how to enjoy it! May He, by his gracious wiſdom, di- 


rect and unite our civil counſels, and go forth in his 


Almighty Power with our fleets and armies | May He 


turn the hearts of thoſe, who, notwithſtanding their 


ingratitude and rebellion, are till our brethren, and 


: © Pſalm cxxxili. 1. 
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bring them back again unto us! May He ſpread the 


lenient balm of peace over our common wounds, that 


to Diviſions and Animoſity, Harmony and Affection may 


ſucceed, and that we may long continue together, under 


the beſt of Princes, a righteous, happy, and contented 
people! | TS 
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